50 Picturebooks to Change the World!

The SPHE curriculum supports the development of personal responsibility, decision making skitts resaolution skills, respect for diversitpng-term care

for the environment and the promotion ofjast and caring societNCCAL999, 10) SPHE lessons offer a reflective space for children to articulate their

learning in these areas, learning which develops as often outside of school as withireli®ioks can offer a rich medium as well as a spesfor SPHE

lessonsand the important yet challenging conversations that emergestly they allow a discussion of friendship, conflict, strygaglems,points of view,

differenceand injustice in a distanced way, thus allowing sensitive issues tistiesded without diredR A & Of 2 & dzZNB & | owh dimés SécEnfly OK A f RN
they can bring the world into the classroom in a way that allows the teacher mediate discussions about those globaltisioctsiidren are exposed to

but may be overwhelmedyb Thirdy they offer an empoweringtimulus for dramareflection anddiscus#on, creative writingand crosscurricular research

teaching and learningVe identified ten SPHE themes (identity, feelings, decisions, friendship, safety, peace and €onfie¢th f 8 ¥ OAGAT Sy &a KA LIZ
narratives and the environment) and exemplified each theme with five picturebdokeriting discussiomuestions for theepicturebooksand their

associated themesve wereguided by a wish to scaffold for childrénK I G a | NI Kl bdzaaol dz¥Y RS a QRIAW:Bhs meaasthey | NNI G A
ability to think what it might be like to be in the shoes of a person different from oneself, to be an intelligent reddérlofi LISNR2y Qa aG2NR I |
the emotions and wishes and desires that someone so placed migbt(®8)...{ 2 ¢S ySSR G2 OdzZ G§AGIFI1GS addzRSyiaQ WAy
crafted instruction in the arts and humamit I LILINR LINRA F S (2 GKS OKA ttHadl bringsfidehts/iiRo cenfadd Bith gendérSrycd, | £
ethnicity and cross cultural experiemand understanding (10Q)®

All fifty picturebooks have been pulslhed since 2010 in order to presart-to-date examples of contemporaigternationalliterature for young people,

especially in light of the conference theme of change over the last 100 y¥arsonsciouslincluded works in translation and books from a range of

independent publishers in order to support indigenous and local publishing andto h@lgelzN> 3S RAGSNBRAGE FyR Ay Of dzaiA @S NI
literature industry.We have deliberately not allocated rigid age bands to each book since these books can work across individual readesisstages an

of development, just like the spiratructure of the SPHE curriculum. However we have supplied loose recommendations as gMiéiahope that this

curated list of contemporary picturebooks will scaffold your own personal and professional growth as well as fosteriitigahtharking anl narrative

imaginations of the children in your classrooms. We have thergioreided information about some annual awards forRMB y Q& f A G SNI G dzZNB 4 ¢
promotessocial justice and celebrates diversity so that you aantioue to discover new books ebgping these issues.

We have been asked if some of these books would frighten childreithe scenarios they pose are too comperely on the professionalism of

teachers to choose the timirand pacing of content as well & suitable level of saffolding ofthe learning. But in a world where so many children live
without food security and so many are displacee believe that those who live irelative security need to know about the power relationships in which

they live and the possibilitifer changeln inviting children to imagine the lives of children in all the complexity of a different context and consider how we
are related across time, place, and privilegre,want them to articulate ethical responses to the lives of others and bwsaously as globalt@ens.

Ultimately ourhope is that an exploration of all these books could support children develop more compassion, more agency and a sasiich.for |

<1 e s ind o LC X2
References:

NCCA (199%ocial Personand Health Education CurriculuBublin: The Stationary Office.
Nussbaum, M.C. (20108)ot for Profit: Why Democracy Needs the Humanifesceton: Princeton University Pees
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IDENTITY

Alexis Deacon & Viviane Schwarz

| AM HEIC\DJRY FINCH

Maivdd G yS2dzata | ONRaa (KS aidlyRa wadasStfQs waedasSt¥T |y

Mr Tiger Goes Wild
This warm, playful picturebook for the junior classes about the pressures of conformity and the importance of accepting &
welcoming difference encourages @lflildren to embrace their true, unique selves, just like Mr Tiger dares toVoking

identity and the constraints of social livingrcbe explored in a simple and distanced way. The story also supports the valui
difference in a subtle way. It lends itself to PE, drama movement and dance as opportunities for children to engagestuiti
in more embodied ways and to experiertbe freedom the story offers.

Circle time question IHow did you feel when Mr Tiger went to the wild? Can you explain?

Circle time question 2Vhat do you think happened to make others change?

Circle time question 3f you could make one change to thaywve live togethemwhat would that change be?

Here | Am

This picturebook for junior classes sensitively explores the difficulties, adjustments and eventual triumphs that an immigr,
young boy faces when he and his family move from Korea to New Ybrki & @ ¢ K SwoddRBiess &chotStheNJ
LINRGF3I2yAadQa dzyFlEYAfAFNRGE S6AGK KAa ySo SY@ANRYYSy
and experiencesThe story invites us to take a walk in unfamiliar territory oursglveli 2 RA & 02 @SNJ o KI (i ¢
understand. Alternativelyuch journeys could be created wibbrama PE and Music lessons and reflected on during circle tir]
and SPHE activities.

Circle time question 1Can you explain whyne boy foundsome of the things and places in New York very strange?

Circle time question 2: We see him curled up at a window looking out many times. What was he thinking?

Circle time question 3: How do you make a friend?

| Am Henry Finch

This valuable and engaging picturebook for all ages poses philosophical questions about the relationship between at ing
YR 2ySQa O2YYdzyAildeéed 2KIFG KFLIWLISya 6KSy | SyNez 2yS 27
besetHenry but he survives and shares what he has learned with the others, sparking a cascade of enriching and collabg
possibilitiesThis story provides an opportunity for children to be quiet and notice their thoughts, with their eyes closed, w
listening to music, while on a short silent nature walk, when looking at a picture etc. Circle time sessions after any of theg
activities could begin witllistened to my thoughts and | heardCAlong with developing self awareness this can really supp
listening skills and empathy and an appreciation that we all have different responses to the same stimulus.

Circle time question 1IDo you think Henry was like all other Finches or was he somehow different? How?

Circle time question Zdow did listenindo his thoughts help Henry in this story?

Circle time question 3: Have you ever listened to your thoughts? What did you hear?
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The King and the Sea

This thoughtprovoking collectiorof twenty one extremelyhort stories(translated from German) consists of a series of
alternatively wry and poignant dialogues between the titular king and various inhabitants of his kinGideook offers rich

il cross curriculaand projectopportunitiesfor 2"to 6" class includingrama artand creative writing activities where the

il conversations could be extended or other conversations imagatedit the nature extentand limitations of powerAn
ISELX 2NI A2y 2F GKS NBfS 27F 1| Ahgraxplora whakingsRip nde@na, cofilét iNdarRand2shdul
mean.

i Circle time question IDid you have a favourite page? Can you explain why?

I/ | Circle time question 2: How might this king bffedent from your idea of what being a king me&ns

Circle time question 3: What dmu think the King learned through all his meetings and conversations?

The King and the Sea

The Black Book of Colours

This immersive book invites its sighted readers of all ages to experience colour through the lack of coloungtzepé@ries of
natural objectdrom rain to bird feathers to strawberrietrough Braille and embossed lines on black paper, this thought

provoking experience promotes empathy, inclusion and the creative investigation of concepts of colour through tactile
sensationsThis book offers link® sensory wiks, blindfolded exercisesjorking with texturein visual art and visualisation and
mindfulness exercisedt also offers an entry to Braille to leargithe alphabet, the history ofrBille and research on the extent
of its use.

Circle timequestion 1: Wiat new thoughts or questions came to yas you read this book?

t Circle time question 2: If we could not see in this classrdww would our sense of touch develop?

Circle time questin 3: If you could add another page to the book to expihécolour purplehow would you design it?

FEELINGS

WAITING | Waiing

—— Five toy figurines wait on a windowsill as yowagders are invited to share the existential joy of waiting while grappling with
\ : dilemmas and anxieties around safety, chance, change and adapting to unexpected €kergtory offers an invitation ta

; i valuable range ofvatching and waiting exercisesatehing the clouds; watching the rain fall; waiting for seeds to germinate;
’ | waiting for a sunny day to go on a walk; waiting for a full moon; waitingi®btrds to build their nests. Children can learn to
| practiee patience to consider the role and vaduof waiting, impulse control, resilience and adaptability, emdespect the cycles
of nature.
Circle time question 1Can you describe some of the things the toys noticed while they were waiting?
Circle time question ZFhe toys neveseemed to give upvaiting. Whydo you think this was?

KEVIN HENKES Circle time question 3dave you ever waited a long time for something to happen? Would you like to share your story?
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The Heart and the Bottle

Once there was a girl whose life was filled with all the wonder of toddaaround her. Then one day something occurred that
caused the girl to take her heart and put it in a safe place. However, after that it seemed that more things were empty tha
before. Would she know when and how to get her heart baldki® deeply touchig story offersa question so profound that it

OUIVER TEFFERS

a e seems a pit to explore it too literallylt speaks stronglio adults as well as children across age groitpaight be best to let it
neart work its magic oreach child in #own way.The classroom couldhve a¥ondering chaiwhich children could sit on and listen
ad the

to their thoughts and wondeabout things. Perhaps their wderings ould be expressed in visual amusicor drama.
Circle time question 1: Why do you think the girl decided to put her hearbittie?

Circle time question 2: Why do you think we have a heart anyway?

Circle time question 3: What kinds of things are you really curious about?

A Boy and a Jaguar

This moving autobiographical account for the middle classes captures the imppahempathy and how enriching working
with animals can beThe emotional resonance of the text, evocative illustrations and the urgency of the issues addressed
combine in a rich and thougittrovoking experiencelhe book offers an entry into researabout protected species
conservation, environmental care and animal right SESE. In SPHE children could explore their own promises and what
dzy RSN ASa (GKSY® Ly LISNREdzr aA@S ogNAGAY 3T | YR RNI YI &mebtkthef
Prime Minister of Belize.

Circle time question IHow do you think Alan was able to speak fluently to animals?

/| ANDES GAYS ljdzSadGA2y wHY 2KF{d R2 @2dz KAyl KS YStyid 6K
Circle time question 3: Can you find a wordlscribe Alan and explain why you chose that word?

et fllon RabinowiTz wswwe v CaTia Chien

The Scar

CKAA O2YLI aaAizyliS 06221 RSLAOGA || &2dzy3 o62&Qa adNyza3t
THE SCAR 2F 02f 2dzNJ O2dzy i SNBF I yOS @rio8onNi thisyhénisi an@ poweifukacountoBgfevingFdistre
isolation, and ultimate acceptance of lo§sk Ry Sda > Fy3ISNE FSINE O2yFdzaAizy | NB
renegotiating other family relationships. It would be a very ubbbok to explore loss in the classroom as part of an SPHE
feelings theme. Teachers need to reflect on when best to introduce a book about loss, taking care not to confront a recen
bereaved child or place them too much under the spotlight.
Circle timequestion 1:When his mother dies the little boy had a lot of strong feeling in the first few days. Can you rememb
what some of those feeling were?
Circletime question 22 4 R2S&a (GKS o02& {SSLI KAada Y2UKSNRa f20S Of 24
Circle timequestion 3:Do you think Grandma should visit again? What might she and the little boy might do in the future?
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The Dark
I 62e8Qa FSINI2F (GKS RIFEN)} Aa aijAffFdAgdfte NBYRSNBR Apdiringidk A
Lemony{ Y A O1 S Qfilleddertzand’®n¥d $ aAaSy Qad YAYAYIfA&AG AffdzAaOGNFGA2Ya
experience for readers of every adeéis lesson can be developed in SPHE to explore fears in general, fears children had i
past that they no longer hold, dark places in the environment which children need to avoid for their own safety or plaeges
they should not go alone. In SESE children can explore ways of creating light, the times of the day when it gets dawktthr
the year and the influence of light and dark on growing plants.
Circle time question MVhat was the scariest part of the book for you?

 LEMONY.SNICKET Circle time question Do you think Laszlo did the right thing in following the dark right down to the basement? Why?
LLUSTRATED B JON:KLASSEN Circle time question 3: How much light or darkness do you like around you so you can fall asleep safely?

DECISIONS

Red
Torn between her fear of the bully in the school playground and her sympathy for her classmate, a girl must make a diffig
choice.This powerful booktranslated from Flemishdxplores the role of the bystander imnltying.Every child withesses riss
behaviour and has to choose join in, tostay silent or to speak against it. Through exploring the decisions of the little girl i
» story, children can clarify their own position on bullyifipe sparse text and intense emotional illustrationsfiskyl explore

" moral dilemmas anthe braveryand complicity okeveryday lifen the playground while opening up a safe space for importan
conversations about the challenge of taking a stand.
Circle time question 1: What might Tommy be ttiimgor feelingwhen the others whisper about him?
Circle time question 2: Why does the girl stay silent when she wants to scream?
Circle time question 3:ater she made a decision to pher hand up and speak. How do you think she made that decision?

Footpath Flowers

A wordlessCanadiarpicturebook for junior infants toOf | 84 6 KA OK (G(GNI O0Sa | FIFGKSNI Iy
streets that gain colour through K S 3 A N&c® afobsgtvaidngivirg andkindnessA poem honouring the importance of
small things, small people and small gesturbs book invites us to open our eyes to the little things we miss or take for
granted.The story quietly but powerfully invitass to walk along our everygigpaths and look more closely. Rich with cross
curricular potential, the bookould offer a starting point for a nature walkreative writing, drama and music activitiesa
walking meditation.

Circle time question 1Can you find a word to describe this little girl? Wiy you choose this word tdescribe her?

Circle time question 2Vhat was important to her and can you guess why?

Circle time question 3hat wild flowers and plantdo you pass by on yowwnway toand fromschool?

Sylney

C]’/O wery
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by Karen Leggett Abouraya
illustrated by L.C. Wheatley

Give and Take

This fable (with which the middle classes would engage well) about a farmer tempted to give and take without any regare
26y 2N lyez2ySoa ySSRa yR 6SttoSAy3a SELICeNBiFicudakdorofecy L2
basedopportunities couldinclude an exploration dair trade at a local and/oat a global level as well as stimulatireflection,
debateand discussioaboutRA F FSNB Yy i LR Ayida 2F OASe> (i KknwhatdavhicaldNdiingy aDdtaké
from cooperative work in the classroom.

Circle time question 1f you could choose would you rather live a life of always givina life of always receiving? Why?
Circle time question 2Fhe farmer took all the puniins but he did not need thenWhat sats of things do you see people takir
that they do not need?

Circle time question 3: Can you tell a story about a tisthenyou gave something and took something and it was better for
everyone?

‘| Malala Yousafzai: Warrior with Words

W2 S GgAORKI YyHE yEHK NP &8 HzN2 dzBINB 2 A O 8 ¢ diisKnispyfidgStori fisr $he jardoNadndrnsiddile class

| celebrates courage, resilience, compassion, empathy, the power of education and how one young person can make a di
| The collage listrations provide texture and vibrancy while supplementary informational resources about Pakistan and the

alftlfl CdzyR 0GKS ! YyAGSR Dbl GA2ya C2dzyRI A mwtdlithebrdsdaich dn ke
UN Global Goals, the pition of womenand girls locally and globaindthe issue of females of all ageseducation in
particular.It allows for the writing and delivery of speeches on issues of importance to the children themselves which link
Global Goals.

Circle time question MVhat do you admire most about what Malala has done?

Circle time question 2Vhat would you like to understand more about as you read through the book?

Circle time question 3: What do you thitrkish children can do to change a wowtiere many chidren cannot go to school?

il Twenty Two Cents: Mahummad Yunus and the Village Bank
/" | Muhammad Yunus witnessed extreme poverty in the region that is now known as Bangladesh aedenased to eradicate it
1o YIF{Ay3a avlrtt t2Frya G @GSNB fAGGES AyiSNBad -prdvokng Ol

account, suitabldor 3% to 6" class, chroniclethe work of this Nobel Peace Prize winmedwill simulate important discussions
about power, inclusion, prejudice, economics and social jusiibéddren couldtonduct further research on Grameen bank and
map out the countries where it operates. They can link this to their studytefdst rates in math. They couldink microfinance
to the 2015 Global Goals. They coaldo learn about the Nobel Peace Prize and find out about others who won the prize.
Circle time question MVhy do you think Muhammad Yunus diil to return to Bangladeshlile had a god life in America?
Circle time question 2:ots of people have good ideas but why do you think Mohammed followed through with his good id
Circle time question 3Vhat do you think the wor&hicrofinanc€means or whaelsewould you like to understanebout
microfinance?
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SAFETY

#| families are forced to flee. This could lead to adépth study of one of those countries and its recent history.

‘| Circle time question 3Vhat would you hope will happen for her when she settles into school?

Azzi inBetween
This moving yet humorous story fot'2" Of | aa F2ftf 2648 || NBFdzZ3SS Tl YAf&@Qa RAT
face the challenges of finding a new home, learning a new langtiggey to make new friendand starting a new school. Whi
the book invites empathy for the experiences of refugeestrength of the story is that nparticularcountries are named. It

does however invite an exploration oénflict, forced migration anthe places in the worltbday from where children and their

Circle time question MVhat do you like about AzZiPhy?
Circle time question 2Vhat do you think wathe most difficult day in her life?

T The Whispering Town

Based on a true story about neighbours in a small Danish fishing village who, during the Holoettasta dewish family waitin
to be ferried to safety in Sweden, this picturebook (suitable f8#2 class) posedilemmas for its readers in accessible yet
challenging wayThisbook grounds the history of the second World Vifathe lives of ordinary people and can make the stafry
war accessible to childrerit offers a powerful stimulus to explore fear, safety, risk, friendship and community. The teache
the choice to remain with the context @enmark in WW2 or toxdéend the conversatioto the places where such risks are bei
taken today.

Circle time question 1Can we name all the feelings Anett described in this story?

Circle time question2: I LI Ol f f SR KSNJ W. N} @gS ' ySGiQo Ly 6KFEG o1 @&
Cirde time question 3What words would you use to describe the people of the town? Explain your choice of word!

Azizi

and the

Little Blue
Bird

Azizi and the Little Blue Bird

Azizi lives in a country governed by dictators who imprison all blue birds as part of their regime of feppeession. One of
the blue birds escapes and helps Azizi rescue the other birds and end the rule of the oppressive tyrants. This Flemish
contemporary fairytale, suitable acros¥tb 4" class, is inspired by the censorship of the internet by variousrgavents and
especially the Jasmine Revolution in Tunisia, and explores issues of multiculturalism, oppression, freedom, the impdrtan
role of free speech, and the power of social media for empowerment and demod&kile references to real regimeseaveiled
the story offers an opportunity for children to discuss themes of power, greed, wealth and freedom and articulate thednide
governance and freedom. They will bring whatever knowledge they have to the meaning making.

Circle time question Ifhe book tells us that Tih and Reni ruled with an iron hand. What do you think this means?

Circle time question 2Vhat worried you about the lives of the people in the Land of the Crescent Moon?

Circle time question 3ow that Tih and Reni have lost theower how do you think the country should be ruled?
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Unspoken: A Story from the Underground Railroad

This historical wordless story (suitable f8-@" class) of the Underground Railroad during the US Civil War poses uncomfo
but crucial questios about freedom, voice, agency and who is considered hu®ale. creates tension and emotional resonan
in this powerful tale of quiet camaraderie and couragged 1 2 NBE 2 1Sy a aLl OS F2NJ I addzRe
world have beerorcedto flee to safety. It could alsoffer an opening to study slavery and the diights movement in the USA
aswellagshS &G NHzZ33fS&a 2F G(2RIF&8Qa NBFdASSE FyR GKSANI GNBIGY
Circle time question MVhat risks does the runeay slave take on his northward journey and why might he take such risks?
Circle time question 2Vhat risks does the little girl take in the story?

Circle time question 3: Have you ever taken a risk to help somebeléthe story!

Dreams of Freedom: Amnesty International

This inspirational and accessible book for the middle and senior classes presents 17 quotations frornigfuiméeraders which
are visually interpreted by international artists. The book presents a diverse rdagpects of freedom, inviting young readers
to reflect about the global fight for social justice and their own agency regarding social ciiaigybook will inspire research
AyiGz2 GKS tA0Sa 2F (KS L2 Sia bepyeReted tdind cassam theycld Befchale Rgbdo/
imagine how the artist would answer the questions of their peers.

Circle time question IChoose the Dream that stood out for you most. Why?

Circle time question 2Vhat do the illustrations mthat page nean to you? What do the words mean to you?

Circle time question 3Vhat does Freedom mean to you? Can you illustrate your idea and add some words?

| FRIENDSHIP
marla frazee - : The Farmer and the Clown

THE FARMER AND THE CLOWN | This wordless picturebook for the junior classes richly explores the risks and benefits involved in opening oneself theaghe

friendship.Every page in the book offers a ricpportunity for language developmé, dramatic enactment andxploration of

thoughts and feelingslhe farmer moves through bafflement to contemplativeness and finally to true affection in this acces

yet emotionally rich chrocnie, of the powerofcomy A 2y a KA LJ | yR O2YLJl aaA2y®d CNITSS

and shadow will stimulate visual art as well as dramatic and creative writing activities.

Circle time question MVhat do you imagine the farmer and the clown spoke about thglbt?

Circle time question 2Vhat did the clown learn about farming?

Circle time question 3: Look at the faces of the clown family when the young clown returns to them. What do their fases

about what they might be thinking or feeling?
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- | My TwoBlankets
% Cartwheel has moved to a place that is so strange to her, she no longer feels like Bérselfeates a safe place for herself
under an 'old blanket' made out of memories and thoughts of home. As time goes on, Cartwheel begins to weave a new
one of friendship and a renewed sense of belonging. This thoughtful story explores the amlémgigration andllows for a
sharing of the mother tongue of the children in the class and an appreciation of the diversity of languages. Childreaircopilg
and bring each other words as gifts. In classes where all the children are of Irishtgtbhitdren can bring Irish words to share
and create scrapbooks of the wis they learn from each otheParentsand familiescould be involvedOlder children could

~ researchthe languages spoken worldwide and the history of how languages have spread.
MY TWO Crcle time question 1: What was your first language? Where and when do you speak it?
BLAN KETS /| ANDES GAYS 1jdzSadGAz2y HY 52 @&2K8 dfyRISINEA#HivE SBRNSEaK felisaniethingliike &
e £V GLACKWGOD Circle time question 3: Can you think odiys to make friends with someone who does not speak the same language as you

A Tale of Two Beasts
Agirl finds astrange beast in the forest, takes it home as a fextds it, gives it a hat and shows it off to her friends. But that
night it escapes. Then the beast tells its story of being ambushed and kidnapped by a beaiktlevho carries it off to secret
lair, feeding it strange food and forcing it to wearastge things. The alternatingepspectives of thisvitty, thought-provoking
storyfor junior infants to second classldresspoint of view and the narratives we tell about ourselves and oth®@re way of
introducing this book is to discreetly allow halftbé class to hear one version and the other halhear the second version.
Theycould subsequently read both andfiect on the two perspectives as well as retell other stories fadarnai A S  OK
perspectiva. Older children will see this agw@etaphor for historical eents where oppression was constructasl rescue.
Circle time question IDo you think the little grey beast was rescued or ambushed by the girl beast?
Circle time question 2Vhen, if ever,is it right to take beasts away fromeh natural habitat?
=4 Circle time question 3n the end it looks like the two beasts might become friends. If they are to stay friends what will eag
need to understand about the other?
Never Say A Mean Word Again: A Tale from Medieval Spain
Inspired by a legend of conflict resolution in medieval Muslim Spain, this is a story of a boy who is given permissish &mpt
SySyeéo 2KIG gAff KS R2K ¢KS LINRBOlI3I2yAadQa RAfSYYlF 27F
~a Neverpg injustice is especially significant in light of contemporary ethnic violence, hatred and cycles of revenge. This picturdt @ut
de AN as a stimulus for SPHE and DICE discussioff ford{ classesThis story provides a rich opportunity for conflict regimn and
Méan .+ 1 values clarification in SPHEame calling does not emerge without context. Status and power influence who can befriend W
Word — : Children can explore responsibility, discriminate between intentional and unintentional hurt and explore friemdaldjsianced
Again way through this story.
Alalo from Circle time question 1f you could make friends With either Samuel or Hamza, which one would you choose anc{ why?
Spain d Circletime question 2 K& R2 @&2dz GKAY{1l {lIYdsStQa FIGKSNI RAR y20 gl vy
: ’ A circle time guestion 3: What was the greatest lesson Samuel learned?
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Half Spoon of ,R-i! c’ a
A Survival Story of
< the Cambodian Genocide

Written by Icy Smith
Hllustrated by Sopaul Nhem

| Circle time question MVhen Nat and Malik are working in the fields for four years what do you imagine they missed most

Half Spoon of Rice: A Survival Story of the Cambodian Genocide.

Nine-yearold Nat is forced out of his Cambodian home and marched into the countryside when the Khmer Rouge comes
power. This unsentimental and moving book f&rt8 6™ class charts how Nat confronts starvation, fear, brutality and forced
labour over the next four years, eventually reuniting with the family he IoVkes book offers an age appropriate account @& tl
Khmer Rouge regime and the challenges of the Cambodian people to survive. It also introduces the idea of refugee cam
NBEFdz3S8S NB&aSGilt SYSyid LINEINI YYS aréfugeetexpbriercist MdeypBrediwitHodt angt (i

child inthe class themselves having to take the spotlight.

Circle time questio2: What difference do you think Nat and MaRld T NJn&dg t& their Aivied during the four years?
Circle time question 3Vhen they came to San Francisco and started school, how might their classmates have supported
settle into their new country?

PEACE AND CONFLICT

Th

<ORGIVENE ¢

GARDEN

. needed to step out of conflict, the storgpens space for an exploration of the values that underpin a decision to fo@jiMeren
. could useconscience alley to understartle process for Sama and Karused imaginghe support and resistance the two will

The Forgiveness Garden
In this allegorical story (suitable for the junior classes) inspired by &erden on Forgiveness in Lebanon, two fictional villag
Vayam and Gamte, are at war. When a Gamte boy, throws a rock and injures a Vayam girl, revenge is expected. Insteac
forgives her attacker and uses rocks to begin building a garden that theomvmanities can sharédddressing the courage

find in their own communities. Moving beyond the book children can discuss how difficult forgiveness Taeypean learn
about the memorial garden in Omagh and research other places where gardenbdevereated to offer resistance to conflic
Circle time question Mvhich was worse for the people of Gamte and Vayam, being angry or being afraid?

Circle time question 2vhen{ I YI £ 221 SR I i KSNJ a 02 @f betoyie@and diigd BHat dikySuhidadrie
she was thinking

Circle time question 3/Vhat did Sama and Karune have to give up to step into the forgiveness garden?

) ety
JEAN-FRANGOIS DUNONT

| overreaction.The book offers an opportunity to explore difference and our defensive response to strangers. It opens the t

| to retell the story from the point of view of the hedgehog or dramatise scenes developing alternative storylines.

The Chickens Build a Wall.
The chickens at the farm are building a wall and no one is quite sure why. But they know one thing: the hedgehog that
wandered in must be trouble. A clever barnyard commentary for junior infants to third class on xenophobia, prejudice an(

xenophobiaA y I gk & GKI 0 SThe ll&ndut alloWE & giscubshals dR Slibndyounger age. With older childre
the discussiombout suspicion and defence can be linked to contemporary society or school dynamics. Children could be

Circle time question IDo youthink all strange creatures are dangerous?
Circle time question Did the wall make life better or worse for the chickens? Explain why you think so.
Circle time question 3: K& R2 &2dz GKAYy|l GKS& |ff F3aINBSR (2

G§KS NR2a
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Green Lizards and Red Rectangles

¢KS INBSY tATFNRA FYR G(KS NBR NBOGIy3Its8a INB Fid 61 N&
variety and skilfullgvoke the chaos of war. He also powerfulses these same elements fof dza (0 NI (&entud S NJ
reconciliation.In a world where violence and war is claiming millions of lives it is important to question the meaning and tf
of fighting from a pung age. This deceptively simple stoffers an entryfor all classesto mediation training and restorative
practices in schools along with an analysis of the current wars, the context of those wars and the requirements for peace
Circle time question 1: What do you think they were fighting about?

Circle time question 2: Wat good things were the green lizards and the red rectangles missing out on when they spent so
time fighting?

Circle time qustion 3: Ifyouwere inafighg KSy g2dz R @2dz OFff WSy2dzZaK A& Sy2d;
solution?

war. Presenting the personal accounts of some of these displacedgébid evocative boogf stories for the senior classesll
\ prompt discussion about war, the status and treatmenyotmg and olderefugees the experlence of living under conflict

‘\"/\\ \\ project work across the curriculum.

o A teacher could select a number of stories to read to the class, leaving the embikeoh the investation table or in the library
(&1 Out of lra as a resourse for futher stud¥he questions here are based on AhestoryCtf A IKiY | OKAf RQ&a YSY
Sybella Wilkes Circle time question Iow do you think Ahmeslpent his day when it was not safe even to go to the garden?

witha foreword by Pl ol Circle time question 2’b 2 & LJ- O SQWF&tNtﬂ) yéleimagigetAmed felt that d@y

fe el Circle time question3¥al 86 S y SEG @& S| NJ Haw daybd tink AnghedsahdhiS fariilg stal}ddl Bogaifli/

Line of Fire: Diary of an Unknown Soldier (August, September 1914)

LINE OF FIRE Chronicling theexperiences and struggles of an unknown soldier during the trenches of World Wiarshare text, balanced
gy e fpiniint G2yS YR a0l N] AffdzAGNI GA2yA LRGgSNFdZ & S@21S GKS IR

: jingoism and hatred amidst a time of war. Ttiieught-provokingbook offers a valuable experience foitical literacy and

debate forfourth to sixth classThe book offers riclkarosscurricular links to historygeographydramatic role playcharcod

drawing, SPHE discussions about conflict, natignand patriotism, persuasiviexts and letter writig. This story could be a

valuablestarting point for philosophgircles on life, death, camaraderie, loss and violence.

Circle time question 1As you read the book what stands out for you as the hardest part of the life of a soldier in war?

Circle time gestion 2:If you could have sent a message to the unknown soldier during 1914 what would you have put in t

message?

saxsoux @ Circle time question 3: Do you think war can ever be a good thing?

Dr Patricia Kennon and &iteése Hegarty, Maynooth UniversitWorkshop document for SPHE Network conference, November 2016.



FAMILY

Home

Home might be a house in the country, an apartment in the city, or even a shoe. Home may be on the road or the sea, in
realm of myth, or in the artist's own studio.meditation on the concept of honse belonging and diversitthis accessiblget
wide-rangingbook invites us to appreciate the universal value of home while simultaneously offering the idea of homes as
diverse and unique. Itis an opening for childeenoss the primary sector and from different cultural groups to share the prig
they have in their homes and families.

Circle time question 1: If you could travel in time and space which home would you like to visit and what would youskke tq
there?

Circle time question 2: What does the wokHbmeQeally mean?

Circle time question 3: If strangers from far away in space and time could vist your home, what would you want them to
understand?

One Family

This playful counting book for the junior classelebrates family and human diversity and promotes the important message
everyone counts. The different groupings of things and members of-ethltic, multigenerational families emphasise the ide
of unity in multiplicityWhy S A& &AE® hyS tAyS 27F f HtozymRdEntthahwg Gesisdbalri (0 S N
normative ideas of family with children. When we ask children to tell us who is in their family they should decide whalt ir
This can allow forraappreciation for diverséamily forms. Older children could create a page to depict their family and incly
the number groups as in the book. It could be a book project for the class.

Circle time question MVhich page do you like most and why?

Circle ime question 2¥You can choose one of the families and ask them a question. What would your question be?

Circle time guestion 3ow many growrups and how many children are in your family?

LAST STOP ON Last Stop on Market Street
As a boy and his grandmother sharbus ride, everyday inequities and the impact of what might look like small actions are
MARKET STREET

explored. The warm palette and striking artwork imbue the diverse city landscape with a sense of infinite opportunity as t
ﬁ B 0221 Qa OKLF NI Ol SNA cbvgrRowiolfiad béagtyiyvihat Mdy IhaveéSandwhar they can give in their urban

communities. A rich stimulus for project work and cressricular activities for junior infants td"2classin discussing this story
few can open up aexploration of valus, class, attitudes tdfé. The task of the teachers couldbe2 f A a0 Sy (2
understanding and support them in developing gratitude, the quality which grandms and wants to instil in .G3hildren could
W2 LISY G KSANI Seé S ke@apprgCiate dabautitiieR 10 Nidd shire their ideas in words and/or symbols.

Circle time question MVhat is the most important thing CJ learned from his Grandma?

Circle time question 2o you ever feel a bit jealous of other children who have thilgscannot have?

Circle time question 3s there someone in your family wheaches you important thingsiell us!
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This energetic and witty rhyming adaptation of a Yiddish folk sbigw a coat has been repurposed and refashioned over
decades of use celebrates the ingenuity and resourcefulness of many immigrant fahhiéesory (suitable for the middle
classesjs a moving tale of love and regeneration aftersan introductionto upcyclingChildren could bring an old piece of
clothing to school and make a soft toy using stitching. Children could also take a critical look at our waste and thexemtélo
impact of replacing rather than repairing items.

Circle time question WA YQa 3aINI YRFIFIGKSNJ YIRS 2yS (GKAy3 FFUSNI Fy2GK
threw things away?

Circle time question 2o you have an old thing that you would never throw away?

Circle time question 3VA Y Qa 3 NJ vy Redl at in&kBd\thingd fridm fabfidd  What skills do your grandparents have?

DU ICAN TONATEGEE

§ Circle time question Mhatdoyou likeoF RYANB F62dzi tIyOK2Qa FlIYAf& |yR K24

tF yOK2 wlooAld FYyR GKS /2@20SY ! aAdaNryidiQa ¢S

Papa Rabbit leaves Mexico one spring to find work in the US to feed his family when there is no harvest in his fielasgidn
of his planned return home, the family prepares a special homecoming for Papa Rabbit. When he does not arrive, his so
tF yOKAG2 RSOARS&a G2 aSINOK FT2N KAa Tl G§KSNI MhisRllegofic&Sriddr a
the middle and senior classes skilfully balances folkloric elements with stark, modern realities regarding prejudicgpstered
and media bias in its exploration of Central Amerigagrant experiences to the USross curricular opportunities include
exploration of Mexican food and music, the history of migration to the USA for work and the impact of climate change.

Circle time question 2/Vhat kirds of feelings do you imagine Pancho, his Papa and his Mama felt during the time when Pg
working in El Norte?
Circle time question 3Vhat was the greatest risk Pancho took when he travelled to find his Papa?

CITIZENSHIP

Counting on Community!

Through counting up from one stuffed pifiata to ten hefty heaad always counting on each othethis warm and invitig

book will encouraggoung children to recognize the value of their community, the joys inherent in healthfrieadly activities,
and the agency they possess to make cha@yess curricular opportunities involve gardening, drawing with chalk, talkiagdo
interviewingcommunity members about what matters in our own plapeoject work about environmental possibilities in the

OKAf RNBY Qa 2ahdthe@makiny afayldwin plaiards.

Circle time question IFhe children in this community seem to have lots of things to do. Which picture did you like best an
Circle time question s there anything these children are doing that you would like to try too?

Circle time question 3: What do you think was written on the placards? What does the community care about?

What does your community care about?
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